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TECHNOLOGY METAL STUDENTS SHINE 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOODBYE TO  

YEAR 12 

The Higher School Certificate has finished and I 

would like to congratulate Year 12 for the excellent 

way in which they conducted themselves during 

the examinations.  

The results are due shortly and the staff will ana-

lyse them for the commencement of the New Year. 

We will see, and celebrate with, the successful stu-

dents on their achievements, at our Year 12 stu-

dent “Results Luncheon” to be held on Thursday 

14th December in our school hall. 

Again, as mentioned in an earlier newsletter, I sin-

cerely thank Ms Frost on her dedication to Year 12 

for most of the year and also Mrs Gadow for the 

latter half of the year, ensuring that they have suc-

cessfully completed school and developed into ma-

ture young citizens. 

SCHOOL PRESENTATION CEREMONIES 

Our school Academic Awards Presentation Assem-

bly was held on Friday 8 December in our school 

hall. Parents, family and friends came to celebrate 

the achievements of many of our students on this 

day. I congratulate all of the award winners, includ-

ing four of our staff who  received awards for their 

commitment to teaching and work in our schools. 

Congratulations to Mrs Queffert, Mrs Fagg, Ms 

McKenzie and to Ms Bailey. My thanks also go to 

Mrs Simbolon and Mr Obidi and their team of staff 

and student helpers for planning an outstanding 

event. 

On Wednesday 13 December, from 6.30pm in our 

school hall, we will celebrate and acknowledge the 

achievements of our students in the sporting are-

na with our Sports Awards Presentation Night. 

Again, parents, family and friends are welcome as 

we celebrate the outstanding sporting successes 

together. Thanks go to Mr Tetley for organising this 

ceremony. 

THE ROSA 

Year 10 students have completed their assessment 

tasks which will now accumulate to give the grade 

for each subject for their Record of School Achieve-

ment (ROSA). Year 10 students who have satisfac-

torily completed all of their work will now qualify for 

a ROSA but this will only be issued by the NESA at 

the time a student exits the school system. Hence, 

there is no formal end of schooling at the Year 10 

level, lessons continue to the end of the school 

year. A student may only leave school at the end of 

Year 10 if they have turned 17 years of age or, they 

have full time employment, are enrolled in TAFE or 

a combination of TAFE and employment. All other 

students are expected to continue their schooling 

into Year 11 and 12. 

The results achieved by the Year 10 students will 

be available for students to view online via the 

NESA website. Students will receive information 

about how to access their results from NESA. 

UNIFORM 

A friendly reminder to all parents and students that 

our uniform is a feature of our school and that it is 

compulsory for all students. The correct wearing of 

the uniform projects an image of professionalism 

and high standards to the community which en-

hances the reputation of all students. Many stu-

dents always wear the uniform proudly and correct-

ly, and I thank them for the effort they make. 

The uniform was designed and approved by staff, 

students and the P&C and is often the subject of 

very positive comments from the community and 

other schools.  



This positive image for our students helps all of us 

to maintain a good reputation in the community, a 

characteristic which benefits our students in the 

long run. 

Please note that Lowes Seven Hills supplies all of 

our uniform and is open throughout the vacation 

period. Please speak to the staff there if there are 

any particular size requirements, they are happy to 

lodge special orders for our students. 

The maroon jacket which is able to be worn with any 

uniform (formal or sport) is only available through 

the school. Please contact the office for information 

on this item. 

STAFF UPDATE 

Mrs Queffert will be leaving us at the end of the 

school year after being successful in gaining a pro-

motion to Deputy Principal at Liverpool Girls High 

School. Mrs Queffert has been outstanding in her 

role as Head Teacher – Creative and Performing 

Arts and will be greatly missed. We offer sincere 

congratulations to her as she moves ahead in her 

career in leading schools in NSW. 

Mrs Bryant will retire from a long and successful 

teaching career at the end of the year. We thank her 

for her service to the students in the school and her 

dedication to working in the NSW Education Depart-

ment and wish her well in retirement. 

Ms Heslop will also leave us at the end of the school 

year. After searching for a teaching position closer 

to her home she has been successful in a very com-

petitive interview process to gain a teaching posi-

tion in a private school much more conveniently lo-

cated for her. We will miss her enthusiasm for Mu-

sic Education in the school and her contribution to 

many other school events.  

I would also like to congratulate Mrs Pathak on her 

appointment to the permanent staff of the school 

into the English Faculty. Mrs Pathak has worked 

tirelessly over many years as a very reliable casual 

teacher and has now been successful in gaining 

permanent employment here. 

Congratulations also to Mrs Hand who has become 

a permanent member of the TAS faculty working in 

Hospitality, Food Technology and Textiles. Many 

years of casual work and loyalty to the school, as 

well as further university study has led to her per-

manent appointment to our staff. 

Other positions are yet to be finalised – we will run 

merit selection panels for a new Head Teacher Vis-

ual Arts and for a new Music Teacher early in the 

new school year. 

STARTING 2018 

The starting dates for the various years are listed 

below. Please make a note about which years are 

starting on which dates. Our staggered start in this 

format was commenced in 2016 and proved a 

much smoother start to the year for us all. Hence, 

we again commence our year on a staggered basis 

starting with Year 7 only. 

Monday 29 January 2018 – Staff Only (Office closed) 

Tuesday 30 January 2018 – Year 7 Students start 

Wednesday 31 January 2018 – Year 11 & 12 start 

Thursday 1 February 2018 – Year 8, 9 & 10 Stu-

dents return 

THANKS & HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Finally, as this is the last newsletter for this year, I 

would like to thank Mrs Middleton and Mr Calleja 

for the fine job that they do as the Deputy Princi-

pals of this school. The Head Teachers, too, de-

serve acknowledgement for all of the extra duties 

they perform for the benefit of our students. The 

staff changes anticipated for 2018 are not all final-

ised – I will let you know who our new staff are at 

the beginning of next year. 

The skills with which the current executive staff, 

teaching staff and office/support staff have man-

aged this complex organisation is outstanding. I 

thank everyone involved with our school most sin-

cerely for their hard work and dedication. 

As the school year draws to a close, I wish all par-

ents and students a successful and enjoyable end 

to the school year and safe and happy Christmas 

break and summer holiday.  

To those leaving the school, I wish you a happy 

and healthy future. To those returning, I look for-

ward to working with you again in 2018. 

Mitchell Struyve  - Principal 

  



On 26th October a keen group of year 8 students travelled with Mr Haynes to St Mary's to participate in 

the annual Geography Challenge organised by the Western Suburbs Social Science Teachers Association. 

Our students acquitted themselves very well and really enjoyed the day. Dozens of schools competed in 

the event. A big thank you should go to Mr Maharaj who does the organisation for our entry each year. 

 Western Suburbs Social Science Teachers Association. Our students acquitted themselves very well and 

really enjoyed the day. Dozens of schools competed in the event. A big thank you should go to Mr  

Maharaj who does the organisation for our entry each year.                                                            

                                                                                                                                                               Mr Haynes 

THE GREAT GEOGRAPHY CHALLENGE  

REMEMBRANCE DAY AT THE HILLS SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL 
Each year we have a special assembly for Remembrance Day. This year we held the ceremony on 10th 

November. The whole school participated and we wish to thanks Mrs Heslop who played the rouse and 

reveille along with the national anthem. 

Our school remembered the very close links between the original "Grantham Estate" and the poultry re-

search station on Prospect Highway established in the 1920s for soldiers who were suffering from long 

term injuries such as the loss of an arm or a leg. Some of the original buildings still exist to remind us of 

this terrible time. 

Students laid a wreath and observed the minute's silence to honour those who did not return. 

On 11th November, 2 of our students, Kenneth Tuala and Accelia Morgan participated in the Seven Hills/

Toongabbie RSL Remembrance Day ceremony. These students represented the school very well and laid 

a wreath on the cenotaph.   

                         Mr Haynes 



2017 Term Calendar Dates 

 Term 4 – Monday, 9 October to Friday, 15 December 2017 (10 weeks) 

SCIENCE NEWS 

Students in Year 7 are currently studying a topic called mixtures. In this topic they attempt to separate 

substances by making crystals. These students in 7E have made the best copper sulphate crystals that 

we have ever seen. They are truly impressive crystals from some very impressive students.  

Crystal Growing 

Pictured with their crystals from left to right are Felicty Snudden, Aiyana Paterson, Montana Jackson, Thanuvashini 

Kanthy and Jessica Harkness. In front is Daniel Corsaro and Kyeren Corte Real-Rosa. 

The Science Festival Museum Excursion 2017 



SCHOLASTIC NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 2017 

The TSP Cheerleading team competed in the AASCF National Cheerleading Competition and the AASCF 

Spring Carnival on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th October. Up against tough, competitive teams the girls 

routines were sleek and synchronised resulting in a ‘zero deduction’ score from the judges. A great 

achievement.The girls gained first place in Cheer and POM on both days and received the title of  

Scholastic Grand Champion. Congratulations to everyone in the team and our coach, Emma Squire.  
 

Mrs Hand - TSP Mentor               



Major Changes to Train, Bus and Ferry Network 
Dear Parents & Carers 

 

Please be advised that from 26 November 2017 there will be substantial changes to bus, train and ferry 

timetables that may impact on your children's journey to and from school.  

 

With over 8,600 changes taking place we advise you to check the timetables for possible alterations to 

services which may also include faster trains, departure and arrival times different stops or platforms 

and, on some occasions, complete changes of train lines. 

Check transportnsw.info or call 131 500 for more information. 

2017 Year 12 Luncheon 

All 2017 Year 12 leavers are invited to a luncheon  

on Thursday December 14th 2017   

12.30pm at The Hills Sports High School  

When signing out of school through the student office please remember to 

RSVP if you will be coming to the lunch 

http://transportnsw.info/


Friday 26 January 2018  Public Holiday – Australia Day  

Monday 29 January 2018  All school staff resume  

Tuesday 30January 2018  Year 7 Students Only  

Wednesday 31 January 2018 Year 7, 11 & 12 Students Only  

Thursday 1 February 2018  All students  

Starting Dates for 2018 



THE VICTOR CHANG AWARD 

Jason Culhane success in getting into National Youth Scientist Forum and being  

awarded The Victor Chang Award 

Jason Culhane of Year 11 has been selected to attend the National Youth Scientist Forum (NYSF) in Jan-

uary. 

The NYSF Program is a 12 day residential program designed to give students a broader understanding of 

the diverse study and career options available in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) and to encourage them to continue their studies in these fields.  At the NYSF Year 12 Program, 

Jason will: 

visit science and technology related laboratories and facilities, 

go on site tours, 

listen to lectures, 

take part in workshops, 

go to social events, and 

participate in group activities that improve communication and presentation skills. 

Jason will also take part in sessions on entrepreneurship, critical thinking, how to work together effec-

tively, and more. Jason will be travelling to Brisbane from the 9th January 2018 to the 20th January 2018 

for the forum. 

On behalf of Jason, I would like to thank Mr Joe Allen (Ex-Principal of THSHS), the Parramatta Rotary Club 

and Mr. Struyve (Principal of THSHS) for their support.  

Jason also received The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute Science Award, which is awarded to 

Year 11 students for their excellence in Science.  

Jason received a framed certificate and is also invited to visit The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Insti-

tute in Darlinghurst to meet with the scientists and experience a cutting edge research facility. 

On behalf of the Science Faculty, I would like to congratulate Jason for his extra ordinary success. 

Mr. Chong 

Jason Culhane with Mr. J Allan, The President of Parramatta 

Rotary Club and the members of Rotary Club 

Jason receiving the Victor Chang Award for Excellence in 

Science at Blacktown Council, Niramba Room with repre-

sentative from Victor Chang Institute and the Mayor of 

Blacktown Council.  



Payment options for school fees, excursions etc. 

 Cheque – made payable to:  NSW Government Schools 

 Cash – via schools reception 

 EFT  --  calling the school office with credit card details    

 Parent Online Payment  (POP)  access “$Make a Payment” from the school website 

Family Details 

Update  Student Information 
Please keep your child’s details current by informing the office in writing, of any changes to contact  

details, eg phone numbers, address, emergency contacts. 

 

If you have recently moved or changed your phone numbers can you please advise the school. 

All updated information can be sent via email: hillssport-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Post: PO Box 657  Seven Hills  NSW  1730 

Student: to student reception, before school, recess, lunch or after school. 

TSP Fees 2018 

TSP Fees are due by Friday February 16th 2018 

Parents may prefer to pay in two instalments of 50% of the  Annual Fee, with the first payment due by 

February 16th, and the second payment will be due by the end of term 2. A discount of $50 applies if 

the Annual TSP Fee is paid in full by 16th February 2018.  Discounts are also available to parents with 

more than one child in the Program if the TSP fees are paid in full by 16th February 2018. 

  

THE HILLS SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL 

 SPORTS PRESENTATION  NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER 

6.30PM 

SCHOOL HALL 

file:///S:/NEWSLETTERS%202016/hillssport-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au


If you are stuck for ideas on what to do this coming school holidays, then we have the solution - 

the Summer School Holiday Guide (SHG)!  

The guide is a comprehensive listing of all the fun and exciting activities on offer at Council's 

facilities/venues and other external venues around Blacktown City these coming school holi-

days. 

The majority of Council activities are free of charge however many do require advance booking. 

Please find the guide here:  

https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/shg. The guide can be viewed on all digital devices and has 

the ability to be downloaded as a PDF should you wish to print it out. 

There is also a supplemental wall planner to help parents keep track of their children’s holiday 

activities which can be downloaded and printed from Council’s website here:  

https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/News-Media/Summer-School-Holiday-Guide. 
 
 

School photos will be taken on Wednesday, 21st February 2018. Students are to come in full school uni-

form. As The Hills Sports High School is a “uniform school” all photos will be taken of students wearing 

the full and correct uniform. All students are to be photographed for ID-Cards irrespective of whether 

they are placing an order or not. 

 

A payment envelope will be given to students during Week 2 Term 1, 2018. It is our preference that or-

dering be completed online to reduce administration and potential security issues related to the return 

of cash and envelopes on photo day. 

 

Please read carefully the instructions on the photo envelope before making your decision. 

 

Orders for packages and sibling photographs can be placed online at 

www.theschoolphotographer.com.au. 

 

Please note there will be a catch-up day for photos on Friday,23rd February 

2018 at lunchtime in the School Library. 

 

 

Mr Suresh Maharaj 

Photo Co-ordinator 

The Hills Sports High School 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 2018 

https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/shg
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/News-Media/Summer-School-Holiday-Guide
http://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au


Already have a School Opal card? Keep it for next year 
Don’t throw out this year’s School Opal card because eligible cards will be automatically 

updated for the new school year  

Students need to keep their School Opal cards for travel in 2018.  These cards will be automatically  

deactivated for school holidays and then reactivated for school travel in Term 1. 

 

 Current School Opal cards can be updated with changes of school, home address or operator.  

 

 

** Remember to tap on & off or your Opal Card  

maybe deactivated due to lack of use. ** 

    https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/ 




